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INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 INR-IO NSAE-00 
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INFO AMCONSUL BREMEN 
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AMCONSUL MUNICH 
AMCONSUL STUTTGART 
USMISSION USBERLIN 

UNCLAS BONN 15332 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EGEN, PINT, GW 

SUBJECT: BDI PRESIDENT FASOLT RESIGNS 

1. THE BUNDESVERBAND DER DEUTSCHEN INDUSTRIE (FEDERAL 
ASSOCIATION OE GERMAN INDUSTRY - EQUIVALENT TO NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OE MANUFACTURERS IN U.S.) ANNOUNCED ON 
AUGUST 18 THAT DR NIKOLAUS EASOLT HAS RESIGNED HIS 
POSITION AS PRESIDENT OF THE BDI EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY. 

DR EASOLT WAS CHOSEN FOR THE OFFICE LAST JANUARY. HE 
REPLACED HANNS MARTIN SCHLEYER, WHO HAD BEEN MURDERED 
BY GERMAN TERRORISTS OF THE ROTE ARMEE FAKTION IN 
OCTOBER, 1977. 

2. THE OEFICIAL REASON GIVEN WAS DR EASOLT'S DESIRE 
TO DEVOTE HIS FULL ENERGIES TO THE DIRECTION OF HIS 
FIRM IN BONN - WESSEL-WERK GMBH. HOWEVER, EASOLT HAD 
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BEEN EXPERIENCING CRITICISM RECENTLY BECAUSEOF HIS 
CONVICTION IN JUNE BY A BONN COURT FOR TAX EVASION, 

FOR WHICH HE WAS EINED OVER 58,000 DM. THE CHARGE 
AGAINST EASOLT AND OTHER INDUSTRIALIST WAS THAT THEY 
HAD BEEN PASSING MONEY TO THE CDU THROUGH A RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE IN LIECHTENSTEIN, AND THEN ILLEGALLY DEDUCTING 
THESE SUMS FROM THEIR INCOME TAXES AS BUSINESS EXPENSES. 
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(FASOLT IS APPEALING THE COURT'S VERDICT ON OCTOBER 27 
IN BONN.) LOCAL OBSERVERS FEEL THAT FASOLT'S SUDDEN 
DEPARTURE MAY HAVE BEEN PROMPTED BY THE REALIZATION 
THAT HIS PERSONAL PROBLEMS WOULD NOT ALLOW HIM TO 
PROVIDE THE FIRM LEADERSHIP NEEDED IN THE BDI OVER THE 
NEXTFEW MONTHS BECAUSE OF UPCOMING WAGE NEGOTIATIONS. 

3. THE VICE-PRESIDENTS OF THE BDI HAVE RECOMMEDED 
THAT ROLF RODENSTOCK, ALSO A VICE-PRESIDENT IN THE 
ORGAIZATION, BE CHOSEN TO REPLACE FASOLT FOR THE 
REMAINDER OF HIS TERM OF OFFICE, WHICH EXPIRES DEC 31, 

1980. THE 61-YEAR OLD RODENSTOCK COMES TO THE BDI 
PRESIDENCY WITH A LONG HISTROY OF SUCCESS BEHIND HIM. 
SINCE 1953, HE HAS MANAGED THE OPTISCHE WERKE 
G. RODENSTOCK IN MUNICH AND MADE IT ONE OF THE MOST 
SUCCESSEUL FIRMS IN THE EYEGLASS AND FRAMES FIELD IN 
GERMANY. HE HAS GIVEN COURSES ON INDUSTRIAL ORGANI- 
ZATION AND RATIONALIZATION AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MUNICH 
SINCE 1956, AND HAS LONG BEEN ACTIVELY ENGAGEDIN 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. 

49 RODENSTOCK, A CSU MEMBER, HAD BEEN OFFERED THE 
BDI PRESIDENCY AFTERTHE ASSASSINATION OF HANNS MARTIN 
SCHLEYER, BUT DECLINED IN ORDER TO DEVOTE HIMSELF TO 
TRAINING HIS SON IN THE MANAGEMENT OF THE FAMILY FIRM, 
THUS OPENING THE WAY FOR DRFASOLT'S ELECTION. WITH 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 BONN 15332 231656Z 

HIS EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE IN INDUSTRY, POLITICS, AND 
ACADEME, ROLF RODENSTOCK IS EXPECTED TO PROVIDE THE 
BDI WITH ENERGETIC, EEFECTIVE LEADERSHIP. 

MEEHAN 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESIDENT, PERSONNEL RESIGNATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 23 aug 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BONN15332 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780346-0056 

Format: TEL 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780830/aaaaaymn.tel 

Line Count: 98 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 7221a45c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1639864 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BDI PRESIDENT FASOLT RESIGNS 
TAGS: EGEN, PINT, BDIS, GE, (FASOLT, NIKOLAUS) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/7221 a45c-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



